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Southeast Asia is one of the most biodiverse
regions on Earth, and is home to one fifth of
the global bird species. Unfortunately, this
richness has brought about the notorious
wildlife trade, driving the harvest of
approximately one-third of the world'’s bird
species.

Over time, improved networks in the legal and
illegal bird trade have expanded globally,
seeing birds being sold far beyond their native
regions. The significant growth of the bird
trade is, in part, due to the increasing
popularity of songbird competitions, now
practiced in 19 countries worldwide. The trade
has also penetrated the digital world, with all
kinds of birds readily for sale on many online
platforms. The accessibility and ease of virtual
transactions no longer limit sales to physical
bird-markets, and has expedited the trade
significantly. The associated issues have raised
deep concerns in both conservation and
animal welfare contexts. Birds provide
ecosystem services crucial for the health of
natural habitats, and with 1,409 of all bird
species classified as threatened with extinction
by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) RedList, the overexploitation of
wild birds is leading to the destruction of
natural balances, and spread of disease.

Nevertheless, in the midst of ever-growing concerns,
regional and global conservation efforts have seen
victories with promising recovery shown by native bird
populations and improvements of critical habitats.
Through effective awareness campaigns and
collaborative frontline conservation work, there are
potential opportunities, such as bird eco-tourism, that
would divert Southeast Asia’s passion and pride from
caging wild birds to celebrating them in their natural
habitat.

This report aims to shine a light on the wild bird trade in
Southeast Asia and provide insight on the current status
of wild birds, various aspects of the market and trade,
and past and present conservation efforts. We've
compiled the key relevant knowledge from various
sources of literature (scholarly peer-reviewed articles,
reports, and other reputable sources) into one
document. Our intention was to provide an easy-to-
digest resource for the general public and anyone
interested in learning more about this complex yet
overlooked conservation issue.



BY THE NUMBERS

49%

The proportion of bird species
worldwide with declining populations

260

The number of Southeast Asian bird
species threatened with extinction

66-83 MILLION

The estimated number of birds kept in
cages on Java, Indonesia; arguably
exceeding the number left in the wild
on the island

$120 BILLION

The annual global revenue from wildlife
tourism

$23 BILLION

The annual global revenue from the
illegal wildlife trade

ONE IN EIGHT

The proportion of bird species
threatened with extinction worldwide

ONE THIRD

The estimated proportion of
Southeast Asian bird species that will
be extinct by 2100

UP T0 90%

The pre-export mortality rate of wild
birds in the trade

S96 BILLION

The annual revenue from
birdwatching tourism in USA (in 2016)

4.5 MILLION

The number of jobs provided through
the wildlife watching industry in the
Asia-Pacific region
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- CONSERVATION STATUS

According to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, one in eight bird
pecies (12.8%) are at risk of extinction, while a staggering 49% of all bird
les are experiencing population declines'. These declines, which are
ited to rare species but also affect common and widespread
, are occurring worldwide. Some bird species do have stable
oNns (38%), but sadly, very few are experiencing population growth
also remains some whose population trends are unknown?.
America and Europe (regions with the most comprehensive
a on birds) total bird abundance has declined substantially,
N 3 billion birds lost in the last 50 years?

N 1: Introduction to Birds - Global Context




IMPORTANGE OF BIRDS FOR PEOPLE
AND THE PLANET

PEOPLE PLANET
We may take birds for granted, but we depend on them more than we realise. Birds provide many ecosystem services, essential for maintaining the
balance of our ecosystems.
CULTURAL
The lives of birds and humans have been intertwined for millenia.
Birds have served as a significant source of inspiration for folklore L
worldwide, with cultural and religious tales often featuring birds as Uy

key figures, lending them a reputation that transcends beyond the
tales themselves.

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

Research has suggested that exposure to birds, either through direct
observation or listening to their sounds, can have a positive impact
on human mental health, including increased well-being and a
greater perceived restorative effect *4°¢,

ENVIRONMENT

Birds provide important ecosystem services that are critical for
people and nature to thrive, including pollination and seed dispersal
for the foods that we eat. Their sensitivity towards changes in habitat
quality also make them important environmental indicators, and
their presence or absence may indicate the current health of an

ecosystem?”s®. “Birds are indicators of the environment. If they are in

¥

trouble, we know we’ll soon be in trouble”

- Roger Tory Peterson, American naturalist, ornithologist, author.

¥

‘ ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Section 1: Introduction to Birds - Global Context 8
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Southeast Asia (i.e.
Brunei, Cambodia, East
Timor, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam) is
a biodiversity rich region
that encompasses four of
the global 25 biodiversity
hotspots (Indo-Burma,
Sundaland, the
Philippines, and
Wallacea)™.

Despite the growing interest and work in
this region over the last one to two
decades, there are still conservation and
knowledge gaps to cover and more work
to be done. However, the existing studies
(as referenced throughout this report) and
anecdotal evidence point towards
alarmingly high volumes of birds being
poached and traded.

DIVERSITY & DISTRIBUTION

A remarkable 2,620 species of bird have been recorded throughout the region of
which 869 are believed to be endemic, ranking Southeast Asia first, in terms of the
highest mean proportion of endemic (national level) bird species of all tropical
regions™?, Although birds can be found almost everywhere in the world, occupying a
huge variety of habitats from the poles to the equator, their distribution both in
numbers and species composition varies greatly between the different
biogeographic realms. The greatest of such diversity occurs in lowland primary
rainforests and coastal mangroves'.

The uneven distribution of birds across the world causes some areas to require
greater conservation attention than others. The Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas
(IBAs) program was developed to determine certain areas as being vital for
conserving bird populations®, Southeast Asia currently hosts 672 IBAs, covering
525,930 km? of land area®™", although not all IBAs have been granted formal
protection, undermining their capacity to offer secure environments for avifauna.

Section 2 : Birds in Southeast Asia 10



BIRD POPULATION DECLINES

Throughout Southeast Asia, 260 species are threatened with extinction, with Indonesia standing out as having more globally threatened bird species (162) than
anywhere else in the world? It is estimated that approximately one third of Southeast Asian bird species will be extinct by 2100, if the threats they face continue at the
predicted rate'®”. Such projections however, may not accurately represent the actual rate of decline in wild bird populations®®, highlighting the critical need for further

research and data collection.

PRIMARY THREATS

11

Southeast Asia has suffered the second-
highest magnitude of habitat loss across all
tropical regions (second only to Central
America and the Caribbean) due to various
factors such as deforestation, agricultural

expansion, urbanization, mining, and
infrastructure development. Habitat
fragmentation also increases the risk of
extinction for species with low dispersal

capacity and has been seen to have a greater

negative impact on birds in the tropics™.

Tropical bird species have been highlighted as
being particularly at risk from the effects of
climate change®® and in Southeast Asia, shifts
in their ranges in response to a changing
climate have already been found?'. Climate
change amplifies all other pressures birds face,
especially for those species with limited
geographic and climatic ranges.

In Southeast Asia, birds are hunted and traded
for meat, traditional medicine, ornamental
products, and to be kept as prized pets by
collectors and hobbyists, both within the
region and globally. The trade in itself is a
serious issue, but may also lead to other
ecological catastrophes such as the
introduction of invasive species, and the
spread of zoonotic diseases.

Section 2 : Birds in Southeast Asia 11
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The global wildlife trade presents extremely detrimental impacts for wild
populations and overall ecology. It involves approximately one-third of the
Earth’s bird species, making birds among the most heavily traded
taxonomic groups worldwide with 1,409 species classified as threatened by
the IUCN Red List, in part due to trade???*, The wildlife trade in Southeast
Asia dates back well over 1,500 years into the Tang Dynasty?4, and it is
estimated that this region accounts for 25% of the current global wildlife
market®. Wild birds are poached across Southeast Asia and trafficked to
fulfil a global demand for birds used for various purposes. The trade routes
from Southeast Asia are diverse, complex and ever changing, ranging from
regional fluxes between neighbouring countries to extensive supply chains
that reach the farthest corners of the world including North America,
Europe, the Middle East, and East Asia?+%,

DEMAND DRIVERS

There are various consumer motivations for the demand in wild birds, which can generally be categorized into the following:

PET TRADE

Wild birds are highly sought after as pets in many parts of the world. Their significance in the wildlife trade is, in part, due to the lack of prohibitions and/or
restrictions on wild animal ownership and possession of certain species. In the United States for example, many States allow the keeping of exotic birds, making
parrots and other caged birds the fourth most popular kind of pet'.

SONGBIRD COMPETITIONS

The region of Southeast Asia has a history in keeping caged-birds as part of long-established cultural and social practices, but the traditional practice of
birdsong contests has gained increased attention and popularity in recent decades. A recent study by Mirin and Klinck?” found that bird singing contests are
currently hosted in 19 countries over 5 geographic regions, and involve over 36 species of birds. The multi-billion-dollar industry is one that is strongly driven by
demand from an emerging middle class in certain major Southeast Asian countries?. With a competitive edge, male birds compete with their songs, plumage,
and intricate movements to impress judges?. Birds that regularly win contests gain a prestigious reputation —a champion bird can gain elevated social status,
and may garner substantial amounts of prize money for its owner???®, Over time, this has served as high monetary incentives for young people to be involved in
the industry. As a result, many songbird species across the region are experiencing rapid population declines so acute that it has led conservationists to coin
the phenomenon the ‘Asian Songbird Crisis'?*°. To mitigate the impacts of wild-bird poaching, captive breeding programs have been initiated for several
species, including those of protected status. However, the high cost of such birds, as well as the perception that captive-bred birds do not sing as well as wild-
caught ones means that wild birds are still considered more preferable to many buyers?2,

‘ ’ ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ ‘ Section 3 : Markets and Trade - Demand Drivers
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ORNAMENTAL USE

Some birds such as the
Helmeted hornbill (Rhinoplax
vigil), are highly sought after for
their solid casques which are
used to create carvings and
jewelry®'. Other birds are hunted
for their vibrant feathers.

TRADITIONAL MEDICINE

There are traditional beliefs in
some cultures that wild animal
products can be used to treat
certain ailments or support
health. In traditional Chinese
medicine for example, the nests
of Swiftlet birds (which are
entirely made out of their saliva)
are considered a delicacy and
believed to provide numerous

health benefits. The most highly

prized nests are harvested from
caves in several Southeast Asian

countries and sold for US $2,300/

kg to Hong Kong and China to
be served in bird’'s nest soup®.

FOOD

In Mmany parts of Southeast Asia,
various bird species are hunted
and traded for their meat. Some
species are highly sought after
delicacies, such as the yellow-
breasted bunting (Emberiza
aureola).

RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL
PRACTICES

Some wild bird species are used
in certain religious and cultural
practices. For example, birds-of-
paradise, whose vibrant feathers
are used for ceremonial
purposes by certain indigenous
communities.

Section 3: Markets and Trade - Demand Drivers 14



MOST TRADED SPECIES

Numerous bird species are hunted throughout Southeast Asia; some legally and others illegally traded. Some of the commonly targeted species groups include:

SONGBIRDS

Songbirds such as White-
rumped shama (Copsychus
malabaricus), Straw-headed
bulbul (Pycnonotus zeylanicus),
and Hill myna (Gracula religiosQ)
are highly prized for their
melodious songs and are
popular as pets?.

PARROTS

Several parrot species such as
the Blue-naped parrot
(Tanygnathus lucionensis) and
Yellow-crested cockatoo
(Cacatua sulphureaq) are sought
after as pets due to their colorful
feathers and ability to mimic
human speech?334,

RAPTORS

Raptors such as eagles, hawks,
and owls are also targeted for
their meat and body parts, which
are used in traditional
medicines®. Raptors are also in
high demand for recreational
hunting, falconry, and to be kept
as pets.

HORNBILLS

Hornbills are hunted both as
pets and for their ivory-like
casques and feathers, which are
used in traditional ceremonies,
as decorations, and jewelry?.

Section 3: Markets and Trade - Most Traded Species
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PHYSICAL BIRD
MARKETS

Traditionally, the trade in wildlife was largely confined to
physical trading areas such as city markets, port trading
hubs, and storefronts. These outlets sell a range of different
domesticated and wild animals, but are often referred to as
‘bird markets’ and are a common sight in Southeast Asia.
Although many of the species sold are legally protected,
their presence is pervasive throughout the region. This is
due in part to the challenges of enforcing wildlife
protection laws, particularly in Southeast Asian countries
where such markets have been a fixture of daily life for
generations.

THE ONLINE MARKETPLAGE

The online trade of wildlife has been on the rise for the past
decade, coinciding with the tremendous growth of e-
commerce and the internet. The proliferation of social
media and mobile applications has further accelerated this
trend. The greatest advantage of trade transactions in
cyberspace is the anonymity it provides. Additionally, online
marketplaces offer a significantly greater advertising reach
and global exposure to sellers compared to traditional
brick-and-mortar markets. Consequently, transactions are
completed more efficiently and expeditiously, making it
easier and faster for both buyers and sellers to engage in
this trade®®.

‘ ’ ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ ‘ Section 3 : Markets and Trade - Physical and Online Markets



COUNTRY-SPECIFIC TRADE EXAMPLES

Each Southeast Asian country demonstrates unique human motivations that drive their participation in the wild bird trade. The
clandestine, complex and ever evolving nature of the trade makes it very difficult to fully understand the dynamics and routes of

the trade. Here we highlight some notable examples of wild bird trade in each country.

INDONESIA _ SINGAPORE THAILAND

CAMBODIA S _ TIMOR-LESTE VIETNAM

c e e 0 e e G Section 3 : Markets and Trade - Country Specific Examples




CATCH AND

TRANSPORT METHODS

Various trapping methods are used

to capture wild birds. The main

methods used in Southeast Asia are;

HIL

Sticky gum is applied to
branches and bird song is played
via speaker or mobile phone to
attract the birds. Sometimes a
decoy bird is tied nearby as an
additional lure. Curious birds
approach the scene and land on
the gum covered branches,
instantly trapped. Only birds
deemed valuable in the trade are
taken, while unfavourable birds
are discarded. However, the
removal of birds can lead to
damaged wings and loss of
feathers, leaving some
individuals flightless and unable
to survive in the wild.

NETS

A net is spanned across a route
where birds are expected to fly,
entangling them mid flight. This
is the common method used at
migration routes where multiple
birds are targeted at once.

SNARES/ TRAPS

For larger birds of prey such as
raptors, snares are sometimes
used with bait.

REMOVAL FROM THE NEST

Certain bird species such as
cockatoos are taken directly
from their nests, usually at night
while they are sleeping. Some
species are taken as eggs or
hatchlings, and reared.

Once captured, birds are placed in bags, boxes, cages or tubes for
transport to market; a journey that may pass through numerous
locations, means of transport (i.e. plane, ship, overland) and middle men
depending on their final destination.

Section 3 : Markets and Trade - Catch and Transport Methods
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IMPACT

The removal of large volumes of birds from
the wild could have profound impacts on
the species’ population dynamics that we
are yet to fully understand. It may also
iImpair the functionality of the surrounding
environment due to reduced ecosystem
services provided by birds. In addition,
keeping wild birds confined in unkept
Mmarkets, and in close contact with other
animals, can lead to the spread of zoonotic
diseases, affecting the health and well-
being of both humans and birds.

WELFARE CONCERNS

The study of animal welfare is largely absent in the literature about wildlife
trade*+%>, despite extensive evidence that birds are sentient and capable of

experiencing pleasure and pain, and suffer immensely throughout the trade.

Welfare concerns occur at all stages of the trade journey, from capture to
transport, holding, handling, breeding, market and their sentencing of a
lifetime in captivity*s. As much of the trade is illegal, birds are often
smuggled in hidden and confined spaces, sometimes going days without
food, water or daylight. Such conditions induce stress for any animal, but
birds are particularly sensitive and excessive stress can be fatal for these
delicate creatures. Post-capture mortality rate is high with many birds dying
in transit from crushing, suffocation, starvation, dehydration, temperature
shock, disease, injury, or stress.

For individuals that do survive the trade, a lifetime in captivity, frequently
kept in isolation inside cages that do not allow room for flight, can induce
further physical and psychological trauma, with many captive birds
displaying stress behaviours. Parrots, for example, will pluck out their own
feathers due to mental stress.

MORTALITY RATES

Mortality occurs at various stages of trade, from capture, to transport,
qguarantine, shipping, market storage, and even during rehabilitation or
release. It is an aspect often overlooked in the scientific literature due to the
challenges in quantifying such data across the supply chain. Most of the
existing data is acquired from interceptions at some point during transport,
often before departure, providing insights into the high rates of pre-export
mortality. Data from intercepted containers of African grey parrots, for
example, demonstrated post-capture and pre-export mortality rates as high
as 70-90%*4.

Section 3 : Markets and Trade - Impact
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Another study#, compiling data mainly from the 1980s-1990s, sheds further light on pre-export mortality estimates for birds in
international trade:

INDIA

5% of birds
trapped for
international
trade died
prior to
export.

SENEGAL

45% - 62% of

trapped birds
died prior to
export.

PAPUA

_—"* 30% - 40% of
trapped birds
died prior to
shipping to
Jakarta for

® international
trade.

MEXICO

55% of

SOUTHWEST
AFRICA/
NAMIBIA

parrots died
prior to being
sold.

7% of
trapped birds
died prior to
export.

a e 3 0 e e G Section 3 : Markets and Trade - Impact



A wild bird’s journey from capture to market (and release in the cases where illegal
trade is intercepted):

/ Capture methods often cause injury and \
CAPTURE significant stress. Also, unfavourable birds
captured are discarded in the wild often with ‘

damaged wings unable to fly and survive.

/ Mortality is often highest during transport due to

adverse conditions (i.e., inadequate food and

water, lack of ventilation, extreme temperatures, TRANSPORT
overcrowded conditions, wounds, disease spread

k etc.).

\/ Unfavourable conditions and infectious diseases \
can also add to stress and mortality during
MARKET guarantine or storage at transit points or markets
with other animals.

/ Due to the stress and shock, many birds do not
eat or drink and need one-on-one care.

Unfortunately, rehabilitation centers frequently < REHABILITATION
demonstrate low survival rates because they are

k over capacity.

\/ In some cases, seized birds will be immediately \

released due to limited capacity of rehabilitation
centers to take them in. Unfortunately however,
many birds at this stage are so distressed and
potentially injured, that they are unable to fly
away and do not survive.

RELEASE

‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Section 3 : Markets and Trade - Impact



ECOSYSTEM CHANGES

It is well-documented that birds play numerous
important roles within natural ecosystems, thus
their removal would be detrimental to the
ecological systems that depend on healthy bird
populations. There is currently a large-scale
defaunation occurring in the forests of Southeast
Asia, but the full impact of removing wild bird
species from their environments remains
unclear. However, we do know that certain bird
species play irreplaceable roles in ecosystems, for
example hornbills are known as ‘farmers of the
forest’ as they play a crucial role in dispersing
numerous fruit tree species across their range“®.

INVASIVE SPECIES

The introduction of non-native bird species
IMposes pressure on native species by increasing
competition for resources, such as food and
nesting sites, and may cause genetic
implications as a result of cross breeding
between native and non-native species*. Myna
birds (genus Acridotheres) are considered some
of the most invasive birds in Southeast Asia*°. The
Javan myna (A. javanicus), for example, is native
to Java and Bali islands in Indonesia but has
been introduced into Singapore and West
Malaysia via the cage bird trade, where they
compete with native birds for food, nesting and
roost sites in urban areas®©°.

ZOONOTIC DISEASES

More than 60% of infectious diseases in humans are caused by pathogens shared with wild or domestic
animals™%. By transporting and trading vast numbers of birds every year, often in poor living conditions®?,
we have created environments that are ideal for the spread of zoonotic diseases®. In Southeast Asian
markets, wild birds are often kept in close proximity with poultry, increasing their likelihood of
transmitting infectious diseases such as avian flu®. This can have catastrophic implications for wild
populations, domestic livestock as well as humans, as was experienced in the 2014-2015 avian flu
outbreak in the United States where 25 million birds were culled to prevent the spread of the disease. This
case represents the most costly animal health incident in US history, costing over $879 million in public
expenditures to eradicate the disease from poultry production®®.

Section 3 : Markets and Trade - Impact 22



4: REASONS FOR HOPE
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There have been notable conservation efforts
over the past decades that have aimed to
combat the illegal bird trade in Southeast
Asia. But the widely intertwined networks of
organized crime syndicates provide an
extremely challenging and ever-changing
landscape to navigate and control.

Many conservation initiatives have celebrated exciting
successes, but as new challenges constantly emerge (such
as the penetration of markets into online platforms),
conservationists remain in a perpetual struggle against
time to prevent the extinction of vulnerable bird species.
Furthermore, targeted effort is required to create change
at the scale needed to ensure wild bird populations in
Southeast Asia are not driven to extinction.

Section 4 ;: Conservation
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AREAS OF FOCUS

Some regional and national task-forces have been established in Southeast Asia that are working to combat the wild bird trade. Ongoing effort is required along the

following themes:

Strong national and
international legislation is
critical in protecting
threatened bird species and
combating the trade,
including addressing the
existing legal loopholes.
Legal cooperation and
collaboration between
countries is crucial in order
to disrupt transnational bird
trafficking.

Capacity building, increasing
penalties for wildlife crimes,
supporting prosecutions,
and effective transboundary
collaboration is required to
better intercept and stop
illegal transactions.

Continued monitoring and
research is needed to better
understand the scope and
impact of the illegal bird
trade in Southeast Asia. This
includes tracking trade
routes, monitoring trade
platforms, identifying key
species, and assessing the
impact of trade on wild bird
populations.

Local awareness on the
importance of wild birds and
the devastating impacts of
their illegal trade is an
ongoing need. Additional
effort is required in
developing sustainable
alternative livelihoods for
people involved in the trade,
as well as targeted research
to better understand human
motivations driving demand
and how to change this
behaviour.

Birds that have been
confiscated from the illegal
trade require specialised and
species specific care and
rehabilitation. Where
possible birds will be
released back into the wild,
but in cases where this is not
possible, sanctuaries are
required to provide long-
term care.

Section 4 ;: Conservation 25



REASONS FOR HOPE

There are numerous examples across
Southeast Asia of inspiring conservation
INitiatives that are making strides to protect
and recover species and habitats; here we
highlight some key bird conservation projects
that inspire hope.

THE BALI MYNA (LEUCOPSAR ROTHSCHILDI)

Community-based and livelihood-oriented conservation approaches has
helped foster local pride for this Critically Endangered songbird on the island
of Bali, Indonesia, contributing to the growing number of individuals
released into the wild through a successful breeding and repopulation
program?>"°8,

THE PHILIPPINE COCKATOO (CACATUA HAEMATUROPYGIA)

A uniqgue ‘wildlife warden’ scheme employing ex-poachers as protectors of
the Critically Endangered cockatoo, combined with the establishment of
several habitat reserves, has helped the remarkable recovery of this endemic
species, now amounting to over 1000 individuals in the wild*®.

TONLE SAP LAKE, CAMBODIA

The designation of conservation zones and integration of former poachers as
bird guards within Southeast Asia’s largest freshwater lake, enabled the
rebounding of seven of the region’s largest and most threatened waterbird
populations®. However, infrastructure and climate change continue to pose
threats.

WEST KALIMANTAN SONGBIRD TRADE DECLINE

A holistic approach combining community-led conservation initiatives with
ongoing data collection and law enforcement support, has produced
important milestones in West Kalimantan, including reduced poaching,
formal prosecution of songbird trafficking cases, and the closure of
numerous bird markets®'.

Section 4 : Conservation
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WORTH MORE IN THE WILD: BIRD ECO-TOURISM

Economics play a key role in driving the wild
bird trade, but it also plays a key role in
providing opportunities to combat it, in
particular through wildlife eco-tourism. Global
wildlife tourism is worth 5.2 times more than
the illegal wildlife trade, annually generating
over $120 billion versus $23 billion in revenue
respectively. Asia-Pacific forms the largest
regional wildlife tourism market worth $53
billion in direct GDP and providing 4.5 million
jobs®2,

Birdwatching is one of the fastest growing
sectors in wildlife tourism worldwide with an
estimated three million international trips
being taken every year for the purpose of
watching birds in their natural habitat. This
type of tourism brings with it vast economic
benefits.

With Southeast Asia’s rich diversity of bird
species, including many endemic to the region
and the growing demand for nature-based
tourism, the potential for growth in the
birdwatching tourism market is big.

The region is already showing promising signs
of this growth with numbers of birdwatching
tourists increasing yearly in Sarawak State,
Malaysia, and events such as the Fraser'’s Hill
International Bird Race, Kuala Tahan Bird
Count, and the Borneo Bird Festival drawing
bird enthusiasts from across the region®.

Those who partake in the bird trade (in particular bird
catchers and bird hobbyists) have a wealth of knowledge
and appreciation for birds, which could be diverted away
from the trade and towards birdwatching tourism,
potentially generating more lucrative and sustainable
iIncome streams within this industry.

Section 4 ;: Conservation 27
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Everyday, birds are vanishing from the wild, leaving behind an
unsettling silence. Their disappearance is quickly leading
ecosystems and humankind towards one of their greatest losses.
Birds represent one third of the global wildlife trade, making them
one of the most commonly traded groups of taxa in the world.
Although large gaps still remain regarding our knowledge of
Southeast Asia’s bird populations and the impact of the bird trade,
the information collated in this report reveals a clear picture that
wild birds are in trouble.

Further cause for concern is the fact that the general public across
Southeast Asia and beyond remain largely unaware of the plight of
wild birds and what this means, not only for Earth’s ecosystems,
but also for humanity. The silencing of our natural habitats
through the removal of wild birds should speak louder than words
that, we too, are in trouble. It is proven that birds are critical for the
healthy functioning of the very ecosystems that we rely on for our
survival. This emphasises the urgency and importance for further
education and outreach, ultimately creating a public movement to
drive action for protecting Southeast Asia’s unique and important
bird life. The love that people have for Southeast Asian birds is
admirable, but without a deeper understanding of the harm
caused by their removal from nature, the devotion of keeping wild
birds is only driving the demise of their wild populations.

We are also withessing a growing number of passionate individuals, communities, organizations and governments
dedicated to finding solutions that ultimately allow people and birds to thrive together. Through effective

Nevertheless, there is hope for the

f“ture of SOUtheaSt Asia’s birds awareness campaigns and collaborative frontline conservation work, there are potential opportunities, such as bird
] ] ’ eco-tourism, that would divert Southeast Asia’s passion and pride from caging wild birds to celebrating them in

as regional conservation efforts the wild.

have seen victories with promising

Note: This report focuses primarily on peer-reviewed research publications in the English language, written by university academics,
recovery Shown hy natlve h""d NGOs, and other research institutions. Research available on the bird trade in Southeast Asia is generally characterised by region-

specific studies. Further, extensive studies are still required to provide accurate representation on the current state of wild bird

|JO|JlI|atIOI1$ and Impl‘ﬂvements Of populations, and the significance of impact imposed by ongoing bird trades.
critical habitats.
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HOW

Join the flock of passionate bird lovers uniting to save our wild birds from disappearing.

® "y
O, ns &y
DONATE EDUCATE CONSCIOUS CONSUMERISM

Make a donation to conservation groups Educate yourself and others by sharing the Don't purchase wild caught birds or their
working on the frontlines to protect wild birds. information from this report and other media products.

Visit www.thriveconservation.org/brokenwings related to the wild bird trade.

to donate and learn more about Thrive

Conservation’s work in Indonesia.

G e e Q e 0 0 Section 6 : How You Can Get Involved




CONSERVATI ON

www.thriveconservation.org
@thriveconservation

#brokenwings
#stopcagingwildbirds
#protectwildbirds
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